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Years ago, at a job interview, I was asked about my plan to reach the   
community I would be serving.  In typical fashion, I provided a summary of 
the action plan, trying to hit on something that both answered the question 
and gave insight into what I found important with my future interactions. My    
answer provided insight into my ideas and vision to educate those future 
patrons. As evidenced in the most recent Spectrum, information             
professionals generally seek out and thrive on the interaction with patrons.  
Our benefit derives from the opportunity to share our knowledge base and     
educate those we serve. The SWALL annual meeting aims to provide     
valuable insight and information to bolster our knowledge.   
 
I look forward to seeing you all in Albuquerque April 6-8 as we make strides 
to educate ourselves and further our commitment to our profession. 
 
Best, 

Mike Martinez, Jr.  

Will I see you in Albuquerque? Thanks Michele Rigual for the wonderful   
article on what to see, where to eat, and what to wear in Albuquerque. 
Don’t forget to take lots of pictures for the next Bulletin. 
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Michelle Rigual 
Professor of Law Librarianship & Law Library Director 
University of New Mexico School of Law  

 
 

SWALL 2017 Comes to Albuquerque 
 
The SWALL Local Arrangements Committee welcomes you to Albuquerque! We are looking  
forward to sharing our city with you during the 2017 SWALL Annual Meeting.  
 

Having Fun 
 
There are many fun things to do in Albuquerque! Some options include:  
 
 Exploring Sandia Peak. Albuquerque sits at the foot of the Sandia Mountains. You can hike in 

the foothills among prickly-pear, cholla cactus, and fragrant desert sage, or trek to the top of 
the mountain where pine and fir trees line the ridges and valleys. At sunset, the desert skies 
produce a spectacular array of color, and your vantage point from the observation deck atop 
10,378 foot Sandia Peak affords an 11,000 square-mile panoramic view of the Rio Grande 
river valley. 

 
 Visiting the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center. Gateway to the ninteen pueblos of New Mexico, 

the Center features the permanent exhibit, "We Are of This Place: The Pueblo Story,"        
traditional Native American dances every weekend, as well as the excellent Pueblo Harvest 
Restaurant and Shumakolowa gift shop. 

 
 Shopping for southwestern jewelry, gifts and art in historical Old Town among the adobe 

buildings, hidden patios, and excellent restaurants. Plus, Fiestas de Albuquerque, the city’s 
311

th
 birthday party is being celebrated in Old Town on April 8 with free children's activities, 

artist demonstrations, entertainment from local dancers, mariachis, etc. 
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SWALL ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Don’t miss the deadlines for  

registration and hotel  

reservations. Prices go up  

soon! 

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g47202-d2189172-Reviews-Sandia_Crest_Byway-Sandia_Park_New_Mexico.html
http://www.greatoutdoors.com/published/try-these-great-hikes-in-the-sandia-mountains
http://www.indianpueblo.org/
http://www.albuquerqueoldtown.com/
http://www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/historic-old-town/fiestas-de-albuquerque
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 Tasting local craft beers. The local craft beer scene has exploded, see the New Mexico     
Brewers Guild’s beer map for information on breweries and taprooms or take a 10-min walk 
from the hotel to either the B2B2 Tap Room or Alien Brew Pub. 

 

 Touring the city by trolley, the Breaking Bad/Better Call 
Saul filming locations in the infamous Breaking Bad RV, or 
the city’s haunted history by foot. 

 
 Visiting the Albuquerque BioPark, which includes a zoo, 

nationally recognized botanic garden, and aquarium . 
 
 Rooting for the Albuquerque Isotopes, the triple-A affiliate 

of the Colorado Rockies. Tickets are cheap, Isotopes Park 
is fantastic, and you’ll probably see fireworks as well as 
green and red chile races, or some other crazy promotion. 

 
 Discovering the past at Petroglyph National Monument. On the opposite side of town from the 

Sandia Mountains are five dormant volcanoes and their ancient lava flows where                  
Albuquerque’s earliest residents carved an estimated 24,000 images onto the rocks.  

 
 Gambling, golfing, pampering yourself at a spa, or catching live entertainment. All of this can 

be had at the local casino resorts such as Sandia, Isleta, and Tamaya. 
 

For a much more complete list of things to do, visit the Albuquerque Convention and Visitors     
Bureau website. Whatever you choose to do, remember that Albuquerque has a desert climate, 
an altitude of 5300 feet, and receives 310 days of sunshine; so even though it will only be April, 
bring or be ready to purchase a hat and a container for water. 
 

Places to Eat 
 
New Mexico is home to a unique regional cuisine, so it's no surprise that food is one of the things 
that people remember most about their visit. But if you limit yourself to New Mexican, you’ve only 
skimmed the surface of Albuquerque’s restaurant options. 
 
My completely subjective list of recommended restaurants includes: 
 
 Amore Neapolitan Pizzeria – Love the pizza, love the burrata (house-made mozzarella filled 

with truffle cream sauce, served with arugula, fresh tomato, balsamic reduction and  house-
baked bread), love the Old Town location (choose it over the one in the Green Jeans 
Farmery). Open til 9pm, 10pm on Fridays. 

 
 Bocadillo’s Slow Roasted – All their meats are slow roasted and so savory that you’ll            

remember their sandwiches long after you’ve returned home. Recommended: Cubano,       
Reuben. Open til 9pm. 

ALBUQUERQUE 

https://nmbeer.org/beermap/
http://www.b2btaproom.com/
http://www.abqbrewpub.com/
http://albuquerqueoldtown.com/index.php?page=tours
https://www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/biopark
http://www.milb.com/content/page.jsp?ymd=20081103&content_id=41346586&sid=t342&vkey=team1
https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/lands/petroglyph-national-monument
http://www.sandiacasino.com/
http://www.isleta.com/
https://tamaya.regency.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html
https://www.visitalbuquerque.org
https://www.visitalbuquerque.org
http://www.amoreabq.com/locations/old-town/
http://www.bocadillos505.com/
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 Café Da Lat – Albuquerque has many excellent Vietnamese restaurants, Da Lat was one of 
the first and continues to be one of the best. The lime beef is excellent and you can’t go 
wrong ordering any of the pho options. Open til 9pm. 

 
 Café Lush – Breakfast or lunch, inside or outside; always creative, fresh and delicious. Many 

superb gluten-free options. Open til 2:30pm, 1pm on Saturdays. 
 
 The Cellar – A cozy and rustic spot for genuine Spanish food and drink. Recommended: both 

red and white sangrias, all soups, lamb, clams, figs and pancetta, etc! Open til 9:30pm. 
 
 Central Grill & Coffee House – When this place opened in 2014 I liked it so much I reviewed it 

on Yelp; my feelings have not changed. Tasty breakfasts, sandwiches, salads, New Mexican, 
and desserts. Lots of fresh veggies. Friendly and spotless, plus there is powerful free wifi so 
ask for the password. Open til 4pm. 

 
 
 La Crepe Michel – At any time there are 
about three good French restaurants in town, but 
they come and go fairly frequently. La Crepe 
Michel endures. Make reservations to assure a 
spot in this small, quirky, and authentic           
restaurant.   Fantastic food and friendly           
ambience; not the least bit stuffy. Open til 9pm. 
 
 

 Duran’s Station – Best New Mexican near the hotel. Recommended: blue corn enchiladas, 
Christmas style, with an egg on top. Open til 8pm, 8:30pm on Fridays and Saturdays. 

 
 Fork & Fig – Across the street from the hotel, this restaurant features gourmet burgers,   

sandwiches, wraps, and salads using fresh, local ingredients.  Often packed, but with good 
reason. Recommended: NM reuben, grown-up grilled cheese, ribeye sandwich, cotija corn, 
green chile coleslaw. Open til 9pm, 10pm on Fridays and Saturdays. 

 

 Golden Crown Panaderia – Pizzas with crust to die for, sandwiches on fresh baked bread, 
outstanding coffee, and a free biscochito for every customer. Open til 8pm. 

 
 High Noon Restaurant & Saloon – I feel a little snooty using “well curated,” but the term     

perfectly describes their menu that is quite brief but doesn’t need a single extra offering. Full 
of charm in an adobe building dating back to 1785 with guitar music on weekends.             
Recommended: brie empanadas, steak salad, signature tenderloin, tres leches cake. Open til 
9pm. 
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Headnotes:  ALBUQUERQUE 

http://www.pwbportal.us/cafe-da-lat-home
http://www.cafelushabq.com/
https://www.thecellartapas.com
http://centralgrillandcoffeehouse.com/
http://www.lacrepemichel.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Durans-Station-390426274307319/
http://www.forkfig.com/
http://goldencrown.biz/wp/
http://www.highnoonrestaurant.com/
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 Mary and Tito’s – Best New Mexican in town. No ambience. Recommended: carne adovada 

sopapilla with red chile. Open til 6pm. 
 

 O Ramen and Curry House – Japanese comfort food. Recommended: takoyaki balls, tonkotsu 
ramen. Open til 10pm. 

 
 Pasion Latin Fusion – The menu is a tour of Latin America. Recommended: salpicon de     

mariscos, golden beets, duck taquitos. Open til 9pm. 
 
 Sharky’s Fish and Shrimp – Order at the blue hut with the palapa-style roof, the menu is on the 

front of the building next to the order window, then have a seat at one of the picnic tables in the 
enclosed patio and wait a for your number to be called. Chow down on fish or shrimp tacos and 
a Jarritos soda. Open til 7pm. 

 
 Yanni’s Mediterranean Restaurant – I left out many amazing restaurants but included Yanni’s so 

I could praise their Avgolemono (lemon, chicken and rice soup) and Goat Cheese Dip (sun dried 
tomatoes, roasted garlic and goat cheese). It’s a pretty place with cloth napkins, the bar makes 
excellent drinks, and the appetizers are so good that I’ve rarely had their dinner entrees. Open til 
9:30pm, 10:30 on Saturdays.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To find an Albuquerque restaurant that meets your tastes, consult a favorite local restaurant blog, 
http://www.nmgastronome.com or visit Yelp. 
 
 

Weather/What to Wear 
 
Spring weather is notoriously hard to predict, but during the meeting it should be sunny with daytime 
temperatures in the mid-60s and nighttime in the high-30s. Layering is best for Albuquerque, if you 
are in the bright sunshine, even a cool sounding 65 degrees can quickly feel quite warm but if the 
springtime wind kicks up there will be a wind chill.      
 
For more information about Albuquerque, visit the 2017 SWALL annual meeting website  

ALBUQUERQUE 

https://www.facebook.com/Mary-Titos-285797620198/
https://www.facebook.com/oramenandcurry
http://www.pasionlatinfusion.com/
http://www.sharkysabq.com/
http://www.yannisandlemoni.com/
http://www.nmgastronome.com
http://libguides.law.unm.edu/SWALL/Home
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Kasia Solon Cristobal 
Reference Librarian 
Tarlton Law Library | Jamail Center for Legal Research 
University of Texas School of Law 

 

Ninth Annual Morris L. Cohen Student Essay Competition 
 

 The Legal History and Rare Books (LH&RB) Section of the American             
Association of Law Libraries (AALL), in cooperation with Cengage Learning,   
announces the Ninth Annual Morris L. Cohen Student Essay Competition.      
Entries must be submitted by 11:59 p.m., April 17, 2017 (EDT). The        
competition is named in honor of Morris L. Cohen, late Professor Emeritus of 
Law at Yale Law School. 
  

The competition is designed to encourage scholarship and to acquaint students with the AALL and 
law librarianship, and is open to students currently enrolled in accredited graduate programs in     
library science, law, history, and related fields. Essays may be on any topic related to legal history, 
rare law books, or legal archives. The winner will receive a $500.00 prize from Cengage Learning 
and up to $1,000 for expenses to attend the AALL Annual Meeting. 
  
Winning and runner-up entries will be invited to submit their entries to Unbound, the official journal of 
LH&RB. Past winning essays have gone on to be accepted by journals such as N.Y.U. Law          
Review, American Journal of Legal History, University of South Florida Law Review, William & Mary 
Journal of Women and the Law, Yale Journal of Law & the Humanities, and French Historical       
Review. 
  
The entry form and instructions are available at the LH&RB website: http://www.aallnet.org/sections/
lhrb/awards .      

Cassie DuBay and Jeff Woodmansee 
 

We are excited to announce the launch of a new SWALL Mentorship Program!  
 
If you are looking for resume help, job-hunting leads, workplace advice, or other tips, consider apply-
ing as a mentee to our new program. Think you have skills or advice to share with newer members? 
Apply as a mentor to help SWALL members in a unique way. 
 
Not sure if you need a mentor? Consider the idea of reverse-mentoring. 
 

Looking forward to seeing many of you at the SWALL meeting in April! 
 

ESSAY COMPETITION 

SWALL RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 

http://www.aallnet.org/sections/lhrb/awards
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/lhrb/awards
https://form.jotform.com/52994535653164
https://news.microsoft.com/europe/features/reverse-mentoring-how-millennials-are-becoming-the-new-mentors/#sm.00001gvlypy1ldcp4ubrmwg8p87w7
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Karin Strohbeck | Librarian/Archivist  
       and Associate Professor 
Texas A&M University School of Law 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jill Henderson 
Nominee for SWALL Life Membership 

 
 

Jill Henderson, the former director of the Taylor County Law Library, has been nominated for 
SWALL Life Membership. Jill retired September 30, 2016 after 23 years as their law librarian.  
 
According to our bylaws, a nominee for life membership must meet the following criteria:  
 
 Life members. The members entitled to vote may, by a vote of 2/3 of the majority, elect to life 

membership those who have been members of the corporation for at least five years, but who 
have retired from active library work. Someone who is currently working for a legal publisher 
or vendor is not “retired.” 

 Life members and student members shall not be assessed annual dues. 
 Suggestions should also be requested in the fall and winter issues of the Chapter newsletter. 
 The Committee submits the list of recommended life members to the Board of Directors prior 

to the annual business meeting. 
 The Board of Directors will make the final decision. 
 
Jill has been a member of SWALL over 15 years. She was spotlighted in an August 2016 article 
from the Abilene Reporter-News. Among her many accomplishments, the article stated she 
made improvements at the inmate library at the Taylor County Jail, which has been closed since 
the last librarian there retired at the end of 2015.  
 
Jill also helped people who “fell through the cracks” meaning those who made too much money 
to qualify for services offered by Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas. She assisted by finding books 
and forms that were easier to read for those who were not attorneys.    
 
The SWALL Life Membership/Memorials Committee is honored to submit before its members in 
general and the SWALL Board of Directors, the nomination of Jill Henderson as a Life          
Membership recipient.    

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP / 
 MEMORIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 
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Christine Morton 
Librarian 
U.S. Court of Appeals 2nd Circuit 
Central Islip NY 

 

The GLL Grants Committee is pleased to announce that our Executive Board has approved one (1) 
$2,000 grant for one of our members to attend the ABA/NLADA Equal Justice Conference to be held 
in Pittsburgh, PA, from May 4-6, 2017. The grant application deadline is Friday, March 10, 2017,    
5:00 pm (EST).  
 
For more information on this grant and the grant application, please see the GLL SIS Scholarships 
and Grant webpage. 
  
2016/2017 GLL Grants Committee: 

 Christine Morton, Chair 

 Holly Gale 

 Sandra Marz 

 Regina Smith 

 Carol Suhre 

 Gail Warren 

 Board Liaison – James Durham 
 
 

  
 
The following is the slate of officers provided by the Nomination Committee for the SWALL Board 
Elections. This information is provided in accordance with the SWALL Procedures Manual and the 
Bylaws. 
 
President: Joan Stringfellow 
 
Vice President/President Elect: Jeff Woodmansee 
 
Treasurer: Carla Cates 
 

Elections will be held electronically beginning the week of March 6.  

 

 

GRANT AVAILABLE 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

http://www.aallnet.org/sections/gll/meetings/Scholarships-and-Grants
http://www.aallnet.org/sections/gll/meetings/Scholarships-and-Grants
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LAW LIBRARIAN/LEGAL BLOGS 

What is your favorite law librarian or legal blog? 
 

3 Geeks and a Law Blog  http://www.geeklawblog.com/  
Above the Law  http://abovethelaw.com/ 
American Indian Law http://www.narf.org/nill/bulletins/index.html   
beSpacific  http://www.bespacific.com/ 
Dewey B Strategic http://deweybstrategic.blogspot.com/ 
In Custodia Legis (Law Librarians of Congress) http://blogs.loc.gov/law/ 
Lawyerist blog http://www.lawyerist.com 
RIPS Law Librarian blog  https://ripslawlibrarian.wordpress.com/ 
Texas Bar Today http://www.texasbartoday.com 
The Ginger (Law) Librarian:  http://gingerlibrarian.blogspot.com/ 
Turtle Talk Blog  https://turtletalk.wordpress.com/ 

 
Top 50 Law Blogs  http://www.blogmetrics.org/law  Ranked by number of visitors, RSS  
membership, incoming links, and more. 
 

Law Library Blogs – AALL Computing Services SIS (University of Missouri Kansas City School of 
Law) http://aallcssis.pbworks.com/w/page/1189465/Law%20Library%20Blogs 
 
 

The 4
th
 Annual Access to Justice Conference, held at 

TAMU School of Law on March 16-18, 2017 with Texas 
State Bar President Frank Stevenson, will be leading a 
Texas Workgroup to discuss incubators and other post-
graduate programs on Thursday, March 16, 2017 from 
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
The conference speakers are all confirmed and we are 
expecting participants from around the globe who are  
interested in incubators and other post-graduate          
programs to support solo, small firm, and nonprofit   
practitioners. Our keynote speakers include:  
  
Chief Justice Nathan L. Hecht, Texas Supreme Court 
Justice Fern Fisher, Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for New York City Courts 
Frank Stevenson, State Bar of Texas President  
Rebecca Sandefur, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign 
  
You can learn more about the schedule and register by visiting www.law.tamu.edu/incubatorconf.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

http://www.geeklawblog.com/
http://abovethelaw.com/
http://www.narf.org/nill/bulletins/index.html
http://www.bespacific.com/
http://deweybstrategic.blogspot.com/
http://blogs.loc.gov/law/
http://www.lawyerist.com
https://ripslawlibrarian.wordpress.com/
http://www.texasbartoday.com
http://gingerlibrarian.blogspot.com/
https://turtletalk.wordpress.com/
http://www.blogmetrics.org/law
http://aallcssis.pbworks.com/w/page/1189465/Law%20Library%20Blogs
http://www.law.tamu.edu/incubatorconf
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REGISTER NOW! 

The AALL 2017 will celebrate the innovators within our profession and highlight the skills, talents, 
and attributes that provide added value and meaning for our organizations. Join us in Austin and    
return to your workplace inspired, energized, and connected.   

 
 
 

—————————————————————————————————— 
 
 

 
 
 
 

UNT's Open Acccess  
Symposium 2017 will be 
held the May 18–19 at the 
University of North Texas 
New College at Frisco. 

The 2017 theme is 
Making Use of Public 
Data. It's easier than ever 

to gather datasets, documents, analytics, and other types of data and use these for academic 
research, competitive intelligence, and advocacy. While the government provides data of great 
value to citizens, companies, and organizations, currently much of the web and social media is 
also publicly available, providing additional sources of data that have been used, sometimes  
contrary to the intentions of content creators. This year's symposium will examine issues arising 
from the creation, harvesting, and analysis of public data—and decision-making based on the 
data—taking a broad view of what kinds of data are “public.” 

MORE EVENTS 

http://www.aallnet.org/gm-node/46976.aspx
https://openaccess.unt.edu/symposium/2017
https://openaccess.unt.edu/symposium/2017
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PERSONAL STRATEGIC PLANNING: CREATING A VISION-DRIVEN CAREER  
 
 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 11:00 a.m. (CST) 
Registration Fee: AALL Members - complimentary  /  Nonmembers - $60 
 
 
Speaker: 
Leo Lo 
Moderator: 
Deborah Schander  
 
Register by March 24. 
 
 
Have you thought about what you want in your career and how to achieve it? In a recent study 
conducted with librarians, it was determined that many librarians don't have a clear professional or 
personal vision statement. Learning how to strategically focus your energy and resources, and 
properly set goals can help you lead a purposeful life and build a foundation for a fulfilling career. 
In this fun and transformative webinar, participants will explore the why, what, and how of personal 
strategic planning, and learn how to develop a plan for both professional and personal success. 
Participants will also learn techniques to modify habits and counter procrastination. This webinar 
will benefit law librarians and legal information professionals at any point in their careers. 
Attendees will learn: 
 
 to craft compelling professional and life vision statements 
 the benefits of career goal setting 
 how to develop professional and life goals using the S.M.A.R.T. method  
 
 
 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

https://www.aallnet.org/assn/events/registration.aspx?event=web201703
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Kira Brennan is the new Library Specialist at UNT/Dallas College of Law. She earned a B.A. in 
Linguistics, French, and Fine Arts from Purdue University. While studying as an undergraduate, 
she worked as a communications intern and graphic designer within several university            
departments. Brennan is a native of West Lafayette, Indiana and relocated to Texas in 2016. 
Currently she is a graduate student in the Library Science program at the University of North 
Texas.  
 
Bailey Eagin joined UNT/Dallas College of Law as their new Law Librarian – Reference.  She 
earned her BA from Campbellsville University, her JD from University of Louisville, and her MLS 
from University of Kentucky. She moved to Dallas from Lexington, KY where she spent the last 
half year working in the law library while completing her library degree.  She served as a      
teaching assistant for the law librarians who are the author of the textbook we are using in the 1L 
legal research class.  Like many law librarians, she joins our profession after working as a  
teaching fellow and student assistant in the law library while earning her law degree.  
 
Richard Guajardo, Head of Resource Discovery Systems, University of Houston Libraries,  
co-authored "Next Steps in Discovery Implementation: User-Centered Discovery System  
Redesign" (10.5703/1288284316285) Proceedings of the Charleston Library Conference, 2015, 
with Kelsey Brett and Frederick Young. He also presented “User-Centered Discovery System 
Redesign at the University of Houston" at the Ex Libris South-Central Users Group (ELSUG)  
Virtual Conference, November 10, 2016. (With contributions by Kelsey Brett and Frederick 
Young). Recently, he was appointed Vice-Chair of the  LITA Publications Committee.  
 
Joseph Lawson, Deputy Director at the Harris County Law Library in Houston was highlighted 
on the AALL Member Profiles page—see his write up here.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

http://www.aallnet.org/hc/MemberProfiles/Lawson-Joseph.html
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Kasia Solon Cristobal 
Reference Librarian 
Tarlton Law Library | Jamail Center for Legal Research 
University of Texas School of Law 
 

Mon Yin Lung 
Retired, University of Houston 

 
As you near retirement, could you reflect on what initially drew you to the profession and 
how it compares to the state of the profession now?  
 
Two factors contributed to my becoming a librarian:  Growing up I enjoyed going through my 
mother’s book collection (over 2000 titles, mainly on Chinese history and literature), which I also 
arranged to my liking because I needed to pull books on whatever topics for Mother whenever 
she asked.  I also owe former Ole Miss History Department Chair Dr. Joseph Kiger a big thank 
you for propelling me into librarianship. Looking back, while my childhood learning experience 
actually paved my way to be a librarian, my training as a graduation student in history and as a 
Specialist in Government Documents (Wisconsin) really prepared me well as a law librarian, as 
through these two programs I learned of the fine points of bill tracking and the U.S. Government 
structure way before I earned my JD.   
 
I started my professional library career in 1973 as a cataloging librarian at Troy State University 
Library (Alabama).  As we all know, cataloging is the systematic way to organize infor-
mation. Without proper records of the collection, specific information contained could not be    
located and utilized.  Although technology has changed a lot since 1973, the basics of               
librarianship stays the same: understanding the storage system of information and retrieving the 
right information.  It takes an expert to understand 1) where to find the information, 2) what are 
the relevant data, and 3) how to turn the relevant data into useful knowledge.  The difference  
between 1973 and 2016 is: now there are far more storage systems to learn and information to 
be chosen, retrieved, and utilized.  I was asked numerous times why librarians are still needed 
when everything is online and one can Google out everything.  Instead of correcting  people’s 
general perception, I always suggested the enquirers to Google information on a familiar subject, 
namely their own names, to see what they would find, the sources of the information, and to    
determine the truthfulness of what they find, then rethink their question again.                
 
I know there are some unique collections at UH’s law library, like the Anglo American    
Legal Tradition database just to name one. Is there a project or service that you worked 
on, less known to SWALL, that you’d like to highlight?  
 
As a matter of fact the only library involvement with the Anglo American Legal Tradition database 
is to host it on our databases webpage.  The database we are actually involved in the creation of 
is the Lake Michigan Water Controversies (a.k.a. Spirit Over Waters: Two Legal Libraries about       
Water), a database created by our patent expert Professor Paul M. Janicke.  My former           
colleague Lauren Schroeder and I made some contributions to that project and were       
acknowledged on the website.  However, comparing to other projects we handled, the Lake   

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
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Michigan Water Controversies was a relatively small one.  There have been many large research 
projects for each I had to mobilize all our five reference/research librarians and myself to spend  
large research projects for each I had to mobilize all our five reference/research librarians and 
myself to spend weeks if not months to complete. According to my record as the project        
manager, between July, 2004 and December 2016 we completed 12 competitive intelligence 
projects, 7 cite-checking/quote-checking/updating book projects, 13 large empirical research  
projects, 6 displays, and one special publication project. Smaller projects which only involved 
one or two librarians were not included.   
 
While unique collections (printed or electronic) are significant to academic libraries with means, 
service provided by any and all law libraries is vital.  UH is neither the oldest nor the largest     
academic law library in the State of Texas, let along in the SWALL region.  But we are proud of 
the services we provide to the UH Law Center faculty, students, legal community, and the      
general public.  After he completed the multi-year book replacement project due to the famous 
Alison big flood, our Law Library Director Spencer Simons (also retired now) concentrated all our 
efforts on faculty and student service, hence the record I mentioned above. To illustrate our    
services here are some numbers I collected during FY 2015 and FY 2016: 
 

 
 
Finally, as an ongoing service to our alumni and the small firm and solo practitioners, since 2012 
our library has been providing annual free CLE workshops to enhance their legal research skill.    
 
You’ve been deeply involved in SWALL over the years, in leadership positions and in 
funding a new scholarship. What do you see as the particular strengths of SWALL, a     
regional organization, versus national or local/city level?  
 
I have been a loyal SWALL member since 1983. At my first SWALL meeting I immediately felt 
being welcome and connected.  Many people I met had become my professional friends   
throughout my career. It was at SWALL I learned to compile annotated bibliography and tips of 
public services.  My library then did not fund my traveling expense but my SWALL friends shared 
hotel room with me to help.  We exchanged work experience and ideas of work improvement and 
headaches.  SWALL is big enough to provide the opportunity to meet members from various 
backgrounds with different experience but small enough to allow the forming of intimacy.  Since 
SWALL Bylaws states “[a]ll members have the right to serve on committees”, I therefore had the 
opportunity to join many committees, learned much about professional organization and various 
operations.  I highly recommend other SWALL members to do so, as this is how friendship and 
camaraderie are formed. I have stayed in touch with people whom I met since the mid-‘80s and 
treasure my friendship with my SWALL folks. 
  
  

  

Ref. 

questions Circulation # 

Faculty requests / hrs. 

spent Presentations / audience 

FY2015 5232 2908 3013 requests/3360.84 hrs. 

111 presentations/1455 

heads 

FY2016 5632 2859 2762 requests/2917.5 hrs. 

110 presentations/1370 

heads 

SPOTLIGHT con’t. 
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What is Law Day? 
 
Law Day is held on May 1st every year to celebrate the role of law in our society and to cultivate 
a deeper understanding of the legal profession. 

 
The 14th Amendment: Transforming American Democracy  
 
The 2017 theme provides the opportunity to explore the many ways that the Fourteenth     
Amendment has reshaped American law and society. Through its Citizenship, Due Process and 
Equal Protection clauses, this transformative amendment advanced the rights of all Americans. It 
also played a pivotal role in extending the reach of the Bill of Rights to the states. Ratified during 
Reconstruction a century and a half ago, the Fourteenth Amendment serves as the cornerstone 
of landmark civil rights legislation, the foundation for numerous federal court decisions protecting 
fundamental rights, and a source of inspiration for all those who advocate for equal justice under 
law. 
 
 

 
Click here to learn more about Law Day 2017. 

 
 
 
 

[Do you celebrate Law Day at your library?  Write an article for the next Bulletin.] 

Law Day 2017 

http://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/law-day.html
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SWALL Officers 2016-2017 

President 
 

Mike Martinez, Jr. 
Deputy Director of Administration and  

Professor 
Sarita Kenedy East Law Library 

St. Mary’s University School of Law 
mmartinez17@stmarytx.edu 

Vice-President/President-Elect 
 

Laura McKinnon 
Dean, Educational Resources 

Richland College 
LauraMcKinnon@dcccd.edu  

Secretary 
 

Cassie DuBay 
Adjunct Professor and  

Head of Research Services  
Southern Methodist University 

cdubay@smu.edu 

 

Treasurer 
 

Katy Stein Badeaux 
Reference/Research Librarian 

O'Quinn Law Library 
University of Houston Law Center 

kastein@central.uh.edu 

Immediate Past President  
 

Jennifer L. Laws 
Law Librarian 

University of New Mexico Law Library 
laws@law.unm.edu 

 
   If you are interested in writing for the SWALL Bulletin, please contact  

 Virginia Eldridge at eldridgev@co.grayson.tx.us 

. 
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